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April 14, 2020 

Dear Seniors & Senior Parents/Guardians,  

I hope this finds you healthy and safe as we continue to adjust to the incredible strain and challenges 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. This past weekend marked one month since the students and staff 
were required to leave the high school. Little did anyone suspect that we would not return for the 
remainder of the school year. However, during these past four weeks, I have witnessed incredible 
strength, flexibility and resilience on the part of our staff and students in responding to the ever-
changing situation that has gripped the New Hope-Solebury community and the rest of the country.  

The purpose of this letter is to communicate with you about the status of various activities and events 
that have traditionally been celebrated throughout the spring and leading up to graduation. While it is 
difficult to alter or cancel any of the traditions, please understand that our priority is keeping our 
students, staff and community members safe as we adhere to the guidelines established by  
Governor Wolf and the Department of Health.  
 
Next weekend was supposed to be the 2020 Junior/Senior Prom at the Rose Bank Winery. While we 
were hoping to postpone until later in the year, the governor’s order last week to close school for the 
rest of the year, along with the ongoing advisement to socially distance, makes such an event impossible 
to hold in any fashion. Students that already paid will receive a refund when we receive permission to 
return to the buildings.  
 
APEX remains a graduation requirement and will continue but in an altered format and timeline. Since 
AP testing is scheduled between May 11-22, seniors will remain in their online classes through May 22. 
Mrs. Korn & Mrs. Soriano have been working to revise the APEX Project, so students can continue to 
research their chosen essential question while remaining safe within their homes. A virtual senior class 
meeting will be scheduled soon where all the details and expectations will be shared with the Class of 
2020.  
 
The selection of recipients for senior awards is continuing as planned. The school’s Scholarship 
Committee will be meeting virtually in the coming weeks and applications have been delivered to 
outside organizations. These organizations will decide how best to select recipients for their awards, 
whether that be by committee, phone interviews, or through a web-conferencing tool. Due to the same 
reasons stated above, we are not permitted to hold an awards ceremony as done in the past. 
Alternatives for recognizing the recipients are being discussed.  
 
Graduation and a commencement exercise is certainly the most significant of all the rites of passage for 
seniors. We are committed to “send off” the Class of 2020 with all the honor they have earned and 
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deserve. The original ceremony was scheduled for Thursday, June 11. We could easily re-schedule the 
ceremony to later in June but according to Pennsylvania Secretary of Education Pedro Rivera, planning 
for high school graduations will depend on the extent of social distancing and stay-at-home direction in 
place as we approach June. At this time, we are keeping all options open but will also begin planning for 
alternative approaches should they become necessary. We are interested in hearing ideas and 
suggestions from the seniors and their families. If you would like to have your voice heard, please record 
using this link which will compile all suggestions. https://forms.gle/RLEbLJFKiHdHFFkA8 
 
The high school staff, senior advisors and administration will continue to monitor all situations and meet 
to address concerns that arise from the COVID-19 pandemic. While none of us know what the future 
holds, I am optimistic that the New Hope-Solebury school community is up for the challenge. Stay 
healthy and safe as we navigate these unprecedented times together.   
 
Sincerely,  

 

Stephen J. Seier 
High School Principal 

https://forms.gle/RLEbLJFKiHdHFFkA8

